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Dear Neighbor,
Most people would agree that Long

Island Sound is perhaps Connecticut’s
most precious natural resource. Thousands
of Connecticut citizens each year use the
Sound, either for recreation or employ-
ment. That is not to mention the thousands
of species of wildlife that call the Sound
home.  

This beautiful body of water also
does wonders financially both for
Connecticut and all of New England.
According to the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Sound generates approxi-
mately $5.5 billion per year for our
regional economy.

Over the last several years, our state
and the federal government have worked
diligently to protect the Sound from poten-
tial environmental hazards and to protect
it for future generations to enjoy. Last year
alone, the federal government spent over
$7 million to help restore the Sound.  

However, currently the Sound is 
facing another threat. TransCanada
Corporation and Shell U.S. Gas have 
proposed building an enormous liquid
natural gas facility in the New York
waters of Long Island Sound. This poses 
a variety of environmental, health, and
public safety concerns for Connecticut’s
citizens.  

I am fighting hard to prevent this
from happening. Please take a moment 
to read the details of this project and the
significant steps I have already taken to
protect Connecticut’s citizens and Long
Island Sound from this project.  

If you have any additional 
questions or concerns about this or 
any other issue, please feel free 

to contact my office toll-free 
at 1(800) 842-1421 or email me 
at Len.Fasano@cga.ct.gov.

Sincerely,

Len Fasano

State Senator

Len Fasano
The Project

This “ship-like” structure is the
length of three football fields and 180
feet wide, which is about the size of
the Queen Mary II. Moored in about
90 feet of water, the facility would rise
between 75 and 100 feet above the 
surface and would sit only 10.5 miles
from East Haven.  

In technical terms, it’s referred 
to as a “floating storage and regasifica-
tion unit” (FSRU) and stores imported
liquid natural gas (LNG), which is 
natural gas cooled to –260 degrees
Fahrenheit. The LNG facility, known
as “Broadwater,” would store the LNG,
warm it as needed back to its gaseous
form, and then pump it through
underwater pipelines.    

Safety and Environmental
Concerns

The Broadwater project could
result in a variety of catastrophic
events including, but not limited to,
pool fires and vapor cloud fires. 
Those exposed to LNG could poten-
tially succumb to asphyxiation and/or
severe burning of the skin. In fact,
since 1944, there have been approxi-
mately 31 serious accidents at LNG
facilities and LNG transport vessels
worldwide.

It could also result in untold 
damage to the Sound itself. The 
breakdown of the organic material 
on the seafloor surface, because of 
the miles of ditching necessary for 
this project, will cause a decrease in
oxygen and have a detrimental effect
on the benthic community, shellfish
and other bottom dwellers in the 
surrounding area.  

The project also does little to 
protect the threatened and endan-
gered species in the Sound and

increases the
emission of
carbon diox-
ide into the
atmosphere,
which is the
primary cause
of global
warming.

The Legislation 
This is why I have proposed 

legislation that would help us moni-
tor the construction and operation 
of this facility. The bill originated in
the Planning and Development
Committee, on which I serve as
Ranking Member, and would create 
a task force that includes the
Commissioners of the Departments 
of Environmental Protection, Public
Health, and Agriculture as well as
representatives from Connecticut
towns located on Long Island Sound,
non-profit environmental organiza-
tions and members of the public to
address this serious threat to Long
Island Sound.  

The task force would analyze 
the environmental, public health 
and security implications of the
Broadwater proposal, monitor all
New York and federal proceedings
pertaining to the project, and submit
testimony on behalf of the interest 
of the State of Connecticut to each
regulatory agency involved.

Forming Legislative
Opposition

I have helped form a strong 
coalition of legislators from both
sides of the political aisle that are 
in support of this legislation. They
understand the value of the Sound
not only to shoreline communities,
but also to the state as a whole and
have pledged to join together to
oppose the Broadwater proposal.
Several environmental organizations
including the Connecticut Fund 
for the Environment have also
announced their formal opposition
to the project. Plus, I have spoken 
to and am working with both local
and state officials in our neighboring
state of New York regarding this issue.  

Senators Gunther, McKinney and Fasano hold a
press conference in opposition to the LNG proposal


